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Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) and Export Controls 

The below decision tree will assist researchers in determining if their UAV research is likely to be subject to any export 

restrictions.  A Technology Control Plan will need to be implemented should foreign nationals have access or potential 

access to export-controlled technology or technical data within the U.S.  Please contact OEC if you have any questions. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

UAVs (1) are specially designed to incorporate a defense article, 

or (2) have swarming capability and interact with each other to 

avoid collisions and stay together: 

 

YES NO 

 

NO 

 

UAVs and related 

Technical Data 

are controlled 

under the 

International 

Traffic in Arms 

Regulations.  A 

license will be 

required to 

export this UAV 

or Technical 

Data.  Contact 

OEC for 

assistance. 

 

UAVs and related 

Technology are 

controlled under 

the Export 

Administration 

Regulations.  A 

license may be 

required to 

export this UAV 

or Technology.  

Contact OEC for 

assistance. 

 

UAVs have a maximum endurance of one hour or greater: 

 

UAVs have a maximum endurance less than one hour but 

greater than or equal to 30 minutes, and designed to take-off 

and have stable controlled flight in wind gusts equal to or 

exceeding 46.3 km/h (25 knots): 

 

NO 

 

NO 

 

NO 

 

NO 

 

UAV equipment or components are specially designed to 

convert a manned aircraft or a manned airship to a UAV" or 

unmanned airship: 

UAV contains air breathing reciprocating or rotary internal 

combustion type engines, specially designed or modified to 

propel UAVs or unmanned airships, at altitudes above 15,240 

meters (50,000 feet). 

UAV contains pneumatic, hydraulic, mechanical, electro-

optical, or electromechanical flight control systems 

(including fly-by-wire and fly-by-light systems) and attitude 

control equipment designed or modified for UAVs, and 

capable of delivering at least 500 kilograms payload to a 

range of at least 300 km. 

Item is not subject 

to any specific 

export restrictions 

and is classified as 

EAR99 

YES 

 

YES 
 

YES 

 

YES 

 

YES 
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