
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, August 27, 2025 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology Z  
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences Z  
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology Z  
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease  X 
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
14 Yoza Vice Chair Z  
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
18 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine  X 
19 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
20 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Blanco (ORC Dir.) Z 
2. Case (IBC Coord) X 
3. Du (Assoc Prof, MBB) Z 
4. Haglund (Assoc Prof, Chemistry) Z 

5. Hall (PAM) Z 
6. Jarrett (Chair, Chemistry) Z 
7. Johns (BSPM) Z 
8. Seedle (BSS) X
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:03 PM on Wednesday, August 
27. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest as each 
registration is reviewed. 

Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved (1 abstention) the minutes as written from the July 31, 2025 IBC 
meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
August 2025 Inspection reports (#171-186) were emailed to all members prior to the meeting 
for their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who have training 
and facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 

 
1. Name: Lehrer 

Protocol #: B25-100621, Renewal 
Title: Production of recombinant virus antigens for diagnostic or diagnostic and vaccine 
development 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D2a, III-E1 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2, BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The ultimate goal of this project is the production of non-replicating flavivirus, 

filovirus, alphavirus, coronavirus and arenavirus recombinant proteins using 
insect, mammalian or bacterial cells. 

• Subunit proteins or recombinant monoclonal antibodies will be expressed in 
e.coli, Drosophila S2 or CHO cells at BSL-2; protein vaccines will be injected into 
mice at ABSL-2 

• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, cell 
counting/sorting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, face shields, gloves, eye protection).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• IBC member made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 
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Expiration Date: August 31, 2028 
(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 

 
2. Name: Calder 

Protocol #: B25-100440, Amendment 
Title: Use of microorganisms in teaching laboratory and with undergraduate research 
interns 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: June 30, 2028 
 

3. Name: Chong 
Protocol #: B25-100590, Renewal 
Title: Genomics and evolution of symbiotic interactions in insects 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F2, III-F3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; N/A 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: August 31, 2028 
 

4. Name: Goebert 
Protocol #: B25-101766, New 
Title: Mental and Respiratory Health Impacts of the Maui WUI Fire in Children and 
Adults (MARI) 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• IBC member made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: August 31, 2028 
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5. Name: He 
Protocol #: B23-100912, Amendment  
Title: Genetic and Epigenetic Studies in Cattle and Laboratory Animals 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-1, BSL-2; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: May 31, 2026 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 

 
6. Name: Chen 

Protocol #: B23-100847, Minor Amendment 
Title: Molecular biology of liver cancer development 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D3a, III-D4, III-E3 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change, adding tamoxifen and new Tg mouse strain. 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2026 
 

7. Name: Hoffman 
Protocol #: B24-101202, Minor Amendment 
Title: Transgenic Mouse Models of Ept1 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, added new cell line 
Expiration Date: February 28, 2027 
 

8. Name: Le Saux 
Protocol #: B24-101411, Minor Amendment 
Title: The Pathobiology of Pseudoxanthoma Elasticum 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; N/A 

Minor amendment, adding staff 
Expiration Date: September 30, 2027 
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9. Name: Park 
Protocol #: B25-101675 
Title: Neutrophil-mediated immunopathology in respiratory virus–induced asthma 
exacerbation 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D4, III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, adding personnel and viruses 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2028 
 

10. Name: Seale 
Protocol #: B24-101472, Minor Amendment 
Title: Marine-derived extracts as effective fetal bovine serum (FBS) substitutes 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-F5 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, added new cell line 
Expiration Date: October 31, 2027 
 

11. Name: Xie 
Protocol #: B25-101542, Minor Amendment 
Title: S100P’s Regulation of Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Aggressiveness via 
Modulation of the Tumor Microenvironment 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1, III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, title change 
Expiration Date: January 31, 2028 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols 
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office 
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol) 
 

12. Name: Berenberg 
Protocol #: B25-101764-Exemption 
Title: A Randomized Phase III Clinical Trial for the Addition of Docetaxel to Androgen 
Receptor Pathway Inhibitors in Patients with Metastatic Castration Sensitive Prostate 
Cancer and Suboptimal PSA Response (TRIPLE-SWITCH) 
Expiration Date: August 31, 2028 
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13. Name: Berenberg 
Protocol #: B25-101765-Exemption 
Title: PREcision DIagnostics in prostate Cancer Treatment (PREDICT) 
Expiration Date: August 31, 2028 
 

14. Name: Villanueva 
Protocol #: B25-101762-Exemption 
Title: A Randomized Phase III Trial Incorporating Pathologic Complete Response in 
Participants with Early Stage Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer to Optimize Immunotherapy in 
the Adjuvant Setting (INSIGHT) 
Expiration Date: August 31, 2028 
 

Other Business: 
 
1) Discussion of space conversion from office into BSL-1 for algae producing bioreactors. 

Concerns were noted about electrical outlets, location of the nearest eyewash station, and 
secondary containers for the full volume of potentially leaking bioreactors. Committee 
approved unanimously with modifications from the PI: squeeze bottle eyewash, follow-up 
with backup power and GFCI breakers for the autoclave and bioreactors. 

 
2) Discussion of space conversion from office into BSL-2 for cell culture of Hek293. Concerns 

were noted about capacity of water in portable sink and location of nearest eyewash. 
Committee approved (2 abstentions) with modifications from the PI: squeeze bottle 
eyewash, portable sink with eyewash feature (or built in eyewash). 

 
3) Discussed NIH Guidelines for III-D3. After committee vote, administratively adjusted NIH 

Guidelines for protocol # B25-101734, B25-101740, B25-101750. Amendment approvals 
were sent to PIs. 

 
4) Discussed and approved unanimously IBC Protocol Submission Guidelines. An 

announcement will be sent out to the University to inform PIs of the changes. 
 

5) Reminded committee of the biennial review of the IBC Operating Policies & Procedures.  
 

6) BSO discussed incident report of a minor in the animal vivarium.  
 
Meeting adjourned by Chair at 3:40 PM 
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