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I.​ Introduction and Purpose 

A.​ The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals states “Transplantable 
tumors, hybridomas, cell lines, blood products, and other biologic materials can 
be sources of both murine and human viruses that can contaminate rodents or 
pose risks to laboratory personnel (Nicklas et al. 1993); rapid and effective 
assays are available to monitor microbiologic contamination and should be 
considered before introducing such material into animals (Peterson 2008).” (p 
113)  

B.​ All cell lines or tissue transplants that are implanted or injected into rodents 
should be tested for and determined to be free from specific infectious and 
zoonotic agents.  

 
II.​ Procedures 

A.​ Please contact AVS for assistance with determining specific-pathogen free status 
of tumors. 

 
III.​ References 

A.​ Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 8th Edition 
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