
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, September 24, 2025 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology Z  
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences Z  
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology Z  
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease Z  
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine  X 
14 Yoza Vice Chair Z  
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
18 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
19 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
20 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
21 Tong IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Blanco (ORC Dir.) Z 
2. Case (IBC Coord) X 

4. Johns (BSPM) X 
5. Seedle (BSS) X
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:03 PM on Wednesday, 
September 24. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest 
as each registration is reviewed.  

Announcements 
 
Chair and BSPM introduced new IBC Member to the committee. 
 
Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved (1 abstention) the minutes as written from the August 27, 2025 IBC 
meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
September 2025 Inspection reports (#187-208) were emailed to all members prior to the 
meeting for their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who have 
training and facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 

 
1. Name: MacPherson 

Protocol #: B23-100977, Amendment  
Title: HIV vaccine using complementary antibodies 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The purpose of this project is to design and produce novel proteins with the 

ultimate goal of eliciting specific kinds of antibodies upon vaccination, and to 
generate a cell line expressing a specific receptor. Amendment to add Ramos 
and HEK293 cell line, and lentiviral packaging plasmid.  

• Various plasmids will be inserted into non-pathogenic E. coli K12, EXPI-Cho, 
vendor purchased HEK293 and Ramos cells, and cell culture at BSL-2; vaccine 
candidates will be injected into transgenic mice at ABSL-2; mouse blood and 
tissue will be used for further characterization. 

• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, cell 
sorting/counting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps, and sonication 
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• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, face shields, gloves, hair coverings, eye 
protection, shoe covers).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• Committee determined that NIH Guideline III-E1 was not necessary. 
• The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to approve with removal of III-E1. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: June 30, 2026 
 

2. Name: Prisic 
Protocol #: B23-100730, Amendment  
Title: Regulation of protein synthesis in Mycobacterium tuberculosis 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D1b, III-D2a 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; BSL-3; RG2; RG3 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The purpose of this study is to investigate a role in protein synthesis and zinc in 

bacterial physiology. Amendment to add personnel, and mosquito larvae. 
• Various plasmids will be inserted into RG2 and RG3 bacteria and will be cultured 

at either BSL-2 or BSL-3 respectively; modified bacteria is used to infect human 
neutrophils or macrophages, and mosquito larvae.  

• High risk procedures include: cell counting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, 
pipetting 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, PAPR, eye protection, shoe covers, 
safety sleeves).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification for PI to 

update information about fluorescent bacteria. 
• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 

Expiration Date: November 30, 2026 
 

(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 

 
3. Name: Berestecky 

Protocol #: B25-100662, Renewal 
Title: Microbiology Instructional Laboratories and Undergraduate Research Experiences 
at KapCC: MICR 130, 140, 161, 230, 240, and SCI 295MI 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F4, III-F5 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
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• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

4. Name: Colbert 
Protocol #: B25-101759, New 
Title: UH Hilo Marine Science Department Undergraduate Teaching Labs 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-1; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

5. Name: MacPherson 
Protocol #: B25-100655, Renewal 
Title: Biospecimen Processing Research Program 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

6. Name: Nxedhlana 
Protocol #: B25-101771, New 
Title: Medical Technology Program Teaching Courses 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

7. Name: Tao  
Protocol #: B25-100668, Renewal 
Title: Structural and functional analysis of centralspindlin 
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• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F4, III-F5 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

8. Name: Yanagihara 
Protocol #: B25-100618, Renewal 
Title: Biochemical Characterization of Cubozoan Venom 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification for PI to 

clarify autoclave quality control testing, update Occupational Health Plan, and 
verify that Hepatitis B vaccine will be offered to staff. 

• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 
Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 

 
9. Name: McMillan 

Protocol #: B25-101741 
Title: Detection of Leptospira spp. DNA in environmental samples 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2028 
 

10. Name: Moisyadi 
Protocol #: B25-101642 
Title: San Diego Blood Bank Collaborative Telomerase Activator Study 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, change PI 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2028 
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11. Name: Norris 
Protocol #: B23-101033 
Title: Using select agent exempt biosafe strains to elucidate ecologic, pathogenic and 
immunologic mechanisms of disease 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a, III-D3a 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel changes. 
Expiration Date: November 30, 2026 
 

12. Name: Seale 
Protocol #: B23-100347 
Title: Selenium recycling in obesity 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-E3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-1; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel changes 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2026 
 

13. Name: Shimada 
Protocol #: B23-100973 
Title: Selenium metabolism in the heart 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-E3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel changes 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2026 
 

14. Name: Torres 
Protocol #: B25-101682 
Title: Functions of selenium in stress and the brain 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-1; RG2 

Minor amendment, adding personnel 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2028 
 

15. Name: Verma 
Protocol #: B24-101253 
Title: Establishing Human 2D and 3D Testicular Models to Elucidate Monkeypox Virus 
Tropism and Pathogenic Mechanisms in the Testes 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; BSL-3; RG2; RG3 

Minor amendment, personnel and title change 
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Expiration Date: December 31, 2027 
 

16. Name: Ward 
Protocol #: B23-100887 
Title: Mouse Transgenic Facility 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 

Minor amendment, adding staff 
Expiration Date: April 30, 2026 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols 
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office 
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol) 

 
17. Name: Hara 

Protocol #: B25-101784-Exemption 
Title: Radiation Therapy for High-Risk Asymptomatic Bone Metastases: A Pragmatic 
Multicenter Randomized Phase 3 Clinical Trial (PREEMPT) 
Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 

 
18. Name: Turn 

Protocol #: B25-101778-Exemption 
Title: Navy Energy Security Research 
Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 
 

19. Name: Turn 
Protocol #: B25-101779-Exemption 
Title: Navy Energy Technology Applied Research 
Expiration Date: September 30, 2028 

 
Other Business: 
 
1) Chair asked for volunteers for biennial review of the IBC Operating Policies and & 

Procedures. If no reviewers volunteer, Chair will assign at random. 
 
Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:32 PM 
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