
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, October 29, 2025 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology  X 
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences  X 
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology Z  
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease Z  
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
14 Yoza Vice Chair Z  
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
18 Melzer IBC Member/Plant Pathology X  
19 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
20 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
21 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
22 Tong IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Case (IBC Coord) 
2. Johns (BSPM) 

3. Seedle (BSS) 
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:02 PM on Wednesday, 
October 29. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest as 
each registration is reviewed. 

Announcements 
 
BSPM introduced new IBC Member to the committee. 
 
Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved the minutes as written from the September 24, 2025 IBC meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
October 2025 Inspection reports (#209-233) were emailed to all members prior to the meeting 
for their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who have training 
and facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 
 

1. Name: Kaufusi 
Protocol #: B25-101780, New 
Title: Exploring the Role of Flavivirus NS4A/NS4B-Induced ER Stress in Vascular 
Pathology and Hypertension 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F2, III-F3, III-F4, III-D1a, III-D1b, III-D2a, III-E1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; BSL-3; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• This project seeks to demonstrate flavivirus nonstructural proteins NS4A and 

NS4B infection of human endothelial cells cause cell remodeling, cell stress 
activation, and inflammatory molecules release. 

• Transfection with plasmids expressing flavivirus or protiens into human HUVEC 
and HAEC, and African green monkey Vero cells done at either (protiens and 
Dengue virus) BSL-2 or (West Nile virus) at BSL-3. 

• High risk procedures include: cell sorting/counting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, 
pipetting 
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• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves and double gloving, hair covering, 
shoe covers, safety sleeves, wrap around back closing gown).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: October 31, 2028 
 

(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 

 
2. Name: Kirs 

Protocol #: B25-101777, New  
Title: Microbial Water Quality Indicators and Associated Health Risk in Hawaii’s 
Recreational Waters 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: October 31, 2028 
 

3. Name: Li 
Protocol #: B25-100690, Renewal  
Title: Food Microbiology Laboratory 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: October 31, 2028 
 

4. Name: Norris 
Protocol #: B24-101225, Amendment 
Title: Characterizing zoonotic pathogens with local impact 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; BSL-3; RG2; RG3 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
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• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve noting BSL-3 work cannot 
proceed until the lab has been recertified. 

• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2027 
 

5. Name: Zhou 
Protocol #: B25-101787, New 
Title: Survey for plant viruses impacting Hawaii 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F2 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve advising the PI to add 

necessary permits before transport of biological materials. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: October 31, 2028 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 

 
6. Name: Luther 

Protocol #: B2 -100485 
Title: Cooperative Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research (CIMAR) 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: January 31, 2028 
 

7. Name: Nerurkar 
Protocol #: B25-101740 
Title: Quantifying SARS-CoV-2 in Clinical Samples 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2028 
 

8. Name: Ueno 
Protocol #: B23-100965 
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Title: One Stone Two Birds: Dual-Targeting Triple-Negative Breast Cancer with Novel JNK 
Inhibitors 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2026 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols 
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office 
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol) 
 

9. Name: Fukui  
Protocol #: B25-101789-Exemption 
Title: LoTam: A Randomized, Phase III Clinical Trial of Low-Dose Tamoxifen for Selected 
Patients with Molecular Low-Risk Early-Stage Breast Cancer 
Expiration Date: October 31, 2028 

 
Other Business: 
 
1) IBC Committee was apprised of the progress of the Biennial Review Subcommittee. 
 
2) IBC Committee was reminded of the December meeting date and submission deadline. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:22 PM 
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