
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, November 26, 2025 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology  X 
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology  X 
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences  X 
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology Z  
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease  X 
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
14 Yoza Vice Chair  X 
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
18 Melzer IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
19 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
20 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
21 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
22 Tong IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Case (IBC Coord) 
2. Hall (PAM) 

3. Johns (BSPM) 
4. Seedle (BSS) 
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:03 PM on Wednesday, 
November 26. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest 
as each registration is reviewed. 

Announcements 
 
Holiday lunch meeting next month. 
 
Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved the minutes as written from the October 29, 2025 IBC meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
November 2025 Inspection reports (#234-247) were emailed to all members prior to the 
meeting for their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who have 
training and facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 
 

1. Name: Lee 
Protocol #: B23-101049, Amendment  
Title: Screening anticancer and natural compounds in aggressive cancer cell lines 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• This project is to evaluate new anticancer and natural compounds in mBC 

models. 
• Amendment to add vendor purchased mouse breast cancer cells cultured at BSL-

1. Mouse breast cancer cells will be injected into mice at ABSL-2. 
• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, cell 

sorting/counting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps 
• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 

autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, hair cover, mask, eye protection, 
shoe covers).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
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• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 
Expiration Date: September 30, 2026 

 
2. Name: Yang 

Protocol #: B25-100636, Renewal  
Title: Roles of myostatin and Dnd in promoting growth performances 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The lab’s first project is exploring the therapeutic potential of myostatin 

prodomain (also known as myostatin propeptide) mRNA delivered via lipid 
nanoparticles to evaluate its efficacy in enhancing skeletal muscle development. 
The second project aims to produce sterile fish or individuals with 
underdeveloped reproductive organs, with potential applications in aquaculture 
and ecological management. The ultimate goal of the third project is to identify 
novel therapeutic strategies to combat myonecrosis, particularly in diabetic 
patients who are at heightened risk. 

• Myostatin propeptide mRNA will be produced via co-capping in-vitro 
transcription and encapsulated into standard formulation ionizable lipid 
nanoparticels using a vendor purchased kit; Clostridium perfringens will be 
cultured at BSL-2 and inoculated into transgenic mice at ABSL-2. 

• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, cell 
sorting/counting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, mask, eye protection, shoe covers, 
safety sleeves).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• Discussion about splitting the protocols into 3 separate protocols. An IBC 

Member made a motion to approve as written. 
• Committee voted (1 nay) to approve as written with multiple unrelated projects. 

1 nay vote – wanted protocol separated.  
Expiration Date: November 30, 2028 

 
(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 
 

3. Name: Claborn 
Protocol #: B25-100568, Renewal 
Title: Investigating biodiversity changes in the Heʻeia watershed through biocultural 
restoration 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F3 



IBC minutes – November 26, 2025 
Page 4 of 7 
 
 

• Biocontainment Level BSL-1; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: November 30, 2028 
 

4. Name: Cowie 
Protocol #: B25-101803, New 
Title: Determining susceptibility of Jackson's chameleon to rat lungworm 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F2, III-F3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: November 30, 2028 
 

5. Name: Kim 
Protocol #: B25-101811, New  
Title: Analysis of chemical contaminants in wastewater samples 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• An IBC Member made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: November 30, 2028 
 

6. Name: Lozano 
Protocol #: B25-101798, New 
Title: mHealth Dietary Intervention for Stroke Survivors with Prediabetes or T2D 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: November 30, 2028 
 

7. Name: Seale 
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Protocol #: B25-101800, New 
Title: Developing Immune Response Assessment Tools and Vaccination Approaches to 
Enhance Finfish Aquaculture 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F2, III-F3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-1; ABSL-1; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: November 30, 2028 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 

 
8. Name: Chan 

Protocol #: B23-100626 
Title: Blood Processing of Clinical Trials Samples 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: August 31, 2026 
 

9. Name: Hossain 
Protocol #: B25-101644 
Title: Ultrasound Imaging-based Methods for Monitoring Breast Cancer Treatment in 
murine models 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-1; ABSL-1; RG1 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: April 20, 2028 
 

10. Name: Hossain 
Protocol #: B25-101645 
Title: Ultrasound Imaging-Based Methods to Monitor Diabetic Induced Complications 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-1; ABSL-1; RG1 

Minor amendment, personnel change 
Expiration Date: April 20, 2028 
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11. Name: Hynson 

Protocol #: B24-101277 
Title: Using Machine Learning and a Model Watershed to Understand how Microbes 
Govern Food Web Architecture and Efficiency 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 

Minor amendment, personnel change, change lab location, added teaching project 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2027 
 

12. Name: Lee 
Protocol #: B23-101102 
Title: Development and evaluation of new anti-cancer drugs in cancer cell lines and 
mouse models.   

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, added additional cell lines 
Expiration Date: December 31, 2026 
 

13. Name: Owens 
Protocol #: B23-100741 
Title: Directed Evolution of a Sequence-Specific Targeting Technology for Therapeutic 
Gene Delivery to the Human Genome. 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change, added additional cell lines 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2026 
 

Other Business: 
 
1) IBC Committee was updated to the progress of the Biennial IBC Procedures and Guidelines 

Review Subcommittee. 
 
2) The BSO reported incidents at the University – AVS captured a loose mouse; failed -80 

freezer with mouse carcasses. 
 

3) Discussion about protocols with seemingly different projects. Opinions that these protocols 
do not need to be split as long as the protocol can be reviewed fairly. Other opinions that 
protocols would be easier to distinguish if they were split into multiple protocols. 

 
Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:34 PM 
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