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Call to Order

The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:00 PM on Wednesday,
December 10. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest
as each registration is reviewed.

Announcements

Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes

The Committee approved the minutes as written from the November 26, 2025 IBC meeting.

Inspection Reports

December 2025 Inspection reports (#248-253) were emailed to all members prior to the
meeting for their review. The Biosafety Program continues to work with those Pls who have
training and facility deficiencies.

Review of Protocols
(NIH Section IlI-A, 11I-B, 1lI-C, IlI-D, and/or IlI-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC
Approval)

(NIH Section IlI-E and IlI-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules)

1. Name: Knope

Protocol #: B25-101799, New

Title: Hawaiian Plant Evolution
e NIH Guidelines Section N/A
e Biocontainment Level BSL-1
e Facility biosafety inspection verified.
e All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.
e The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to approve after Pl adds staff

training and autoclave informationi.

e Committee unanimously voted to approve.

Expiration Date: December 31, 2028

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC

policy.)
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2. Name: Lee
Protocol #: B24-101504
Title: Transgenic mice models to evaluate new targeted therapies and combination
partners for breast cancer
e NIH Guidelines Section 11l-D3a, IlI-D4
e Biocontainment Level BSL-2; ABSL-2; RG2
Minor amendment, personnel change and adding new Tg mouse strain, adding
monoclonal antibody.
Expiration Date: January 31, 2028

3. Name: Mathews
Protocol #: B24-101422-Exemption
Title: UH Hilo Tropical Biomass Evaluation: Collaboration with Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBL), and "Building a Tropical ... Center": collaboration with the
National Corn to Ethanol Research Center (NCERC) at the University of Southern lllinois
at Edwardsville (SIUE)
e NIH Guidelines Section N/A
e Biocontainment Level N/A
Exempt minor amendment, updated collaborators
Expiration Date: August 31, 2027

Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol)

4. Name: Turn
Protocol #: B25-101816-Exemption
Title: Designing a Kukui Nut Sheller and Separator System to Support Renewable Oil
Production for Sustainable Aviation Fuel
Expiration Date: December 31, 2028

Other Business:

1) IBC Committee unanimously approved the biennial review of the UH IBC Operating
Guidelines & Procedures as written.

2) Member suggested having more details about Minors in Labs on the IBC website to assist
PIs with the process. IBC Committee was reminded that the guideline does not apply to UH
students who are minors.
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3)

4)

5)

6)

IBC Committee discussed the need of a Full IBC Review per current UH IBC guidelines for
“Projects involving endangered/threatened/protected/regulated plants and invertebrate
animals.” BSO reminded members that determinations of IBC review level are made during
annual inspections. The BSPM suggested to allow this to be an IBC Exempt Registration. IBC
Committee is leaning towards the Biosafety Program to review projects for risk or physical
collection. If the project does not involve biosafety risk or physical collection, it can be an
IBC Exempt Registration. Otherwise, it is a Full IBC Review.

Member asked about who can be a Pl on an IBC protocol, as they have a PhD student that
they are overseeing, but the project is specifically the PhD student’s and has nothing to do
with the member. The PhD student was an extension agent and is in a BOR-appointed
position. Determination: the PhD student can have their own IBC Protocol because they fit
the UH criteria for being a Pl and is in a BOR appointed position.

Member informed IBC Committee that the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA) has
officially changed its name to the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity (DAB) effective

as of July 7, 2025.

Happy retirement to IBC Coordinator, Steve Case!

Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:48 PM
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IBC Decision on Reviewed Protocol on December 10, 2025

Approved Not Approved RFM Deferred
1 0 0 0
LEGEND

Approved - Research or training/teaching can begin or continue

Not Approved - Research or training/teaching is not approved and cannot begin.

Returned for Modiciations (RFM) — Research or training/teaching cannot begin until addiction or clarification
required by the committee. RFM from P| will then be reviewed and approved by the chairperson.

Deferred - Research or training/teaching cannot begin as the protocol has serious defects that require significant
justification and review by the full committee

IBC Meeting Minutes for: December 10, 2025
Reviewed and Accepted by committee on: January 28, 2026
Approved by: Eric Ako, DVM — IBC Chair

Edc blor P (- 282025

Signature Date
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