
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology Z  
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences Z  
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology  X 
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease Z  
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
14 Yoza Vice Chair  X 
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
18 Melzer IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
19 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
20 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
21 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
22 Tong IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Blanco (ORC Dir.) 
2. Hall (PAM) 

3. Johns (BSPM) 
4. Seedle (BSS) 
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, 
January 28. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest as 
each registration is reviewed. 

Announcements 
 
No new announcements 
 
Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved the minutes as written from the December 10, 2025 IBC meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
January 2026 Inspection reports (#254-266; #001-016) were emailed to all members prior to 
the meeting for their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who 
have training and facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 

 
1. Name: Li 

Protocol #: B26-101813 
Title: Study of neurodegenerative diseases 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The objective of this study is to determine the interaction between the natural 

chemicals (and the synthetic analogs) and the protein target in those cells. 
• Vendor purchased plasmids will be inserted into human and mouse cell lines and 

traeated with various chemicals at BSL-2. 
• High risk procedures include: centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps 
• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 

autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, eye protection).  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• Discussion about how natural chemicals were being acquired. 
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification until this 

information is updated by the PI. 
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• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 
Expiration Date: Pending Approval 

 
(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 

 
2. Name: Friday 

Protocol #: B26-101824 
Title: Management and Treatment of Rapid Ohia Death 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-1; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: January 31, 2029 
 

3. Name: Luis 
Protocol #: B26-101819 
Title: Identification and Use of Plant-Associated Fungi for Pathogenicity, Biocontrol, and 
Disease Management Studies 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• Discussion that PI will need to submit amendments when new permits are 

received. 
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: January 31, 2029 
 

4. Name: Wong 
Protocol #: B26-100820 
Title: Rodent holding protocol for transferred mice 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• Discussion if this protocol would require a full IBC review in the future; since only 

ABSL-1 animals are held, it was determined that a full review would not be 
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required at next renewal unless there are changes to the current NIH Guidelines 
(Apr 2024).  

• IBC Member made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: January 31, 2029 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 
 

5. Name: Du 
Protocol #: B23-100789 
Title: Isolation of microalgae from coral and performing mutagenesis breeding to obtain 
heat and pH resilient microalgae to save the bleaching coral 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D5a 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 

Extension to allow PI time to submit renewal. 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2026 
 

6. Name: Hoang 
Protocol #: B23-100791 
Title: Diagnosing and Gene Expression of Bacteria from Hosts 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Extension to allow PI time to update personnel change. 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2026 
 

7. Name: Hoang 
Protocol #: B23-100804 
Title: Characterization of nutrient acquisition during cystic fibrosis lung infection 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a, III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Extension to allow PI time to update personnel change. 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2026 
 

8. Name: Li 
Protocol #: B24-101153 
Title: Analytical Biochemistry Shared Resource (ABSR) 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
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Minor amendment, PI Change Franke to Li, personnel change. 
Expiration Date: February 28, 2027 
 

9. Name: Melzer 
Protocol #: B25-100532 
Title: Survey for exotic plant pests and pathogens in Hawaii 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F2 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 

Minor amendment, personnel change. 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2028 
 

10. Name: Melzer 
Protocol #: B25-101749 
Title: Viral delivery of double stranded RNAs for invasive insect management 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D3e 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 

Minor amendment, personnel change. 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2028 
 

11. Name: Norris 
Protocol #: B23-101033 
Title: Using select agent exempt biosafe strains to elucidate ecologic, pathogenic and 
immunologic mechanisms of disease 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a, III-D3a 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change, and updating microorganism source 
Expiration Date: November 30, 2026 
 

12. Name: Ortega 
Protocol #: B23-100922 
Title: The role of non-canonical NF-kB signaling in kidney disease 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-F1, III-F2, III-F3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change, and adding new Tg mouse strain. 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2026 
 

13. Name: Wu 
Protocol #: B23-100796 
Title: Integration of multi-omics data in epidemiologic research 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
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• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
Extension Request 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2026 
 

14. Name: Yuan 
Protocol #: B25-101616 
Title: Soil and freshwater microbiome sampling, microbial isolation and enrichment 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F2 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel change, and additional microorganisms 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2028 

 
Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols 
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office 
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol) 

 
15. Name: Hara 

Protocol #: B26-101826-Exemption 
Title: A Phase III Randomized Trial of Dose Escalated Radiation Locally Advanced 
Pancreas Cancer (LAPC) Patients (LAP100) 
Expiration Date: January 31, 2029 
 

16. Name: Ueno 
Protocol #: B26-101835-Exemption 
Title: A PHASE 1B, MULTICENTER, OPEN-LABEL STUDY OF VALEMETOSTAT TOSYLATE IN 
COMBINATION WITH DXd ADCs IN SUBJECTS WITH SOLID TUMORS 
Expiration Date: January 31, 2029 

 
Other Business: 
 

1) Committee revisited the need of a Full IBC Review per current UH IBC guidelines for 
“Projects involving endangered/threatened/protected/regulated plants and 
invertebrate animals.” BPSM reminded members that “endangered/threatened/ 
protected/regulated” could be broken up, and there could still be a Full IBC Review for 
the endangered and threatened plants and invertebrate animals, while regulated (which 
is any plant or invertebrate animal that requires a permit, including just for movement) 
could be an Exemption. Members offered various ideas on how to proceed: 

• Permitting offices are looking at the environmental impacts of these plants and 
animals, while the IBC is responsible for safety of the PI and staff on protocols 
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• A hybrid system to provide committee with protocols, accumulate questionable 
protocols and review if they need a full IBC protocol at the next meeting. The 
negative of this is that PIs will wait potentially 2 months to determine if they can 
start work on their projects. 

• Asking permitting offices if they think an IBC protocol is necessary. If so, ask the 
permitting offices to add a section to applications if they have an IBC protocol. 

• Allow the Biosafety office to determine if the IBC protocol needs a Full Review or 
could be considered instead for an Exemption. 

• Concern was noted if the IBC does not do a Full Review and something negative 
happens (organism dies) is the committee responsible. The BPSM reminded the 
members that the UH IBC covers more than is required for NIH regulations, and 
that we would not need to report. 

• BSO noted that specific researchers who only fall into this UH IBC guideline, do 
not think that it is necessary as their biologicals are extremely low biosafety risk. 
 

Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:54 PM 
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