
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, February 25, 2026 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology  X 
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology  X 
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences Z  
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology  X 
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease  X 
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
14 Yoza Vice Chair Z  
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
18 Melzer IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
19 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
20 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
21 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  x 
22 Tong IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Blanco (ORC Dir.) 
2. Hall (PAM) 

3. Johns (BSPM) 
4. Seedle (BSS) 
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:02 PM on Wednesday, 
February 25, 2026. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of 
interest as each registration is reviewed. 

Announcements 
 
The committee was reminded about the upcoming NIH Strengthening and Modernizing 
Biosafety Oversight: Region 6 Listening Session and encouraged to attend. 
 
Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved the minutes as written from the January 28, 2026 IBC meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
February 2026 Inspection reports (#017-040) were emailed to all members prior to the meeting 
for their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who have training 
and facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 
 

1. Name: Burgman 
Protocol #: B26-100825, Renewal 
Title: Biology 275L: Cell & Molecular Biology; Biology 375L: Genetics 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-F1, III-F3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG1 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• These instructional labs seek to teach the fundamentals of molecular biology and 

modern genetics using molecular techniques and model organisms, primarily 
Drosophila melanogaster, to study gene expression and manipulation. 

• plZDonor and plZDonorGuide will be transformed into chemically competent 
E.coli K-12 cells using a vendor purchased CRISPR kits; transgenic Drosophilia 
melanogaster will be bred for phenotyping; human epithelial cells from buccal 
swab will be analyzed for bitter taste receptor gene at BSL-2. 

• High risk procedures include: blood/tissue harvesting, centrifuge with sealed 
rotor, pipetting, sharps 
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• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, eye protection).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• An IBC Member made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
 

2. Name: Shimada 
Protocol #: B26-101828, New  
Title: Circadian disruption of selenium dependent antioxidant pathways in 
cardiovascular disease 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4, III-E3 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• This project aims to understand how the disruption of the body’s natural internal 

clock interferes with the heart’s natural antioxidant defenses, particularly those 
that depend on the nutrient selenium, to uncover new ways to reduce heart 
disease risk in people with irregular work schedules. 

• Adeno-associated virus will be injected into the mouse heart at ABSL-2, and 
added to rat cardio myoblasts at BSL-2; mouse primary cardiomyocytes will be 
cultured at BSL-2; UK Biobank human serum will be analyzed at BSL-2 

• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, cell 
sorting/counting, centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, animal transfer station, and proper PPE (lab coats, face shield, gloves, 
masks, eye protection).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
 

(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 

 
3. Name: Chan 

Protocol #: B26-100577, Renewal 
Title: Pathology Core 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A  
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
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• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification to address 
blood decontamination with 10% bleach, and only solid waste be autoclaved. 

• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 
Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
 

4. Name: Nerurkar 
Protocol #: B26-100808, Renewal 
Title: Novel Assay to Identify Window of Virus Replication in Symptomatic COVID 
Patients 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• An IBC Member made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
 

5. Name: Revilla 
Protocol #: B26-101840, New 
Title: Poi for Mama: a Pilot to Improve Maternal Microbiome and Gestational Diabetes 
Risk 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve recommending that eye 

protection be used when handling eNAT swabs. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
 

6. Name: Turn 
Protocol #: B26-101829, New 
Title: Oil Seed Tree Crop Investigation 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BL1-Ag 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
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Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 

 
7. Name: Carbone 

Protocol #: B25-100340 
Title: Pathogenesis of Mesothelioma 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D3a, III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, Update training dates, TRI, IACUC approval dates 
Expiration Date: 5/31/2028 
 

8. Name: Lee 
Protocol #: B23-101013 
Title: Development of a novel tumor targeting and penetrating nanosystem for breast 
cancer therapy  

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, Personnel change 
Expiration Date: 8/31/26 
 

9. Name: Lee 
Protocol #: B23-101102 
Title: Development and evaluation of new anti-cancer drugs in cancer cell lines and 
mouse models.   

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, Personnel change, add new drug 
Expiration Date: 12/31/2026 
 

10. Name: Lee 
Protocol #: B23-101102 
Title: Development and evaluation of new anti-cancer drugs in cancer cell lines and 
mouse models.   

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, Personnel change, add new drug 
Expiration Date: 12/31/2026 
 

11. Name: Sy 
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Protocol #: B25-101766 
Title: Mental And Respiratory Health Impacts of the Maui WUI Fire in Children and 
Adults (MARI) 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, PI change 
Expiration Date: 8/31/2028 
 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols 
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office 
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol) 
 

12. Name: Revilla 
Protocol #: B26-101834-Exemption 
Title: Poi for Mama: a Pilot to Improve Maternal Microbiome and Gestational Diabetes 
Risk 
This exemption was not approved and PI instructed to submit a full IBC registration.  
 

13. Name: Springer 
Protocol #: B26-101839-Exemption 
Title: A Pragmatic Randomized Controlled Trial to Evaluate the Effectiveness of an 
Intervention Called Current Together After Cancer (CTAC) to Promote Guideline-
Concordant Colorectal Cancer Surveillance 
Expiration Date: February 28, 2029 
 

Other Business: 
 
1) IBC members approved (1 nay) updating the IBC Review structure to modify “Projects 

involving endangered/threatened/protected/regulated plants and invertebrate animals” 
from needing a Full IBC Review. The new guidelines: 
Full IBC Review - Projects involving endangered and threatened plants and invertebrate 
animals. 
Exempt Review - Projects involving regulated plants or invertebrate animals provided that 
the project does not meet the criteria for a full review and all appropriate permits have 
been approved. 
If the Biosafety Program (BSP) finds the project may be questionable, they will recommend 
the project for a full IBC Review. 
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2) IBC Members discussed if completed projects should remain on a protocol at renewal. Some 
members would like to remove the completed projects for ease of reviewing. Other 
members would like completed projects to remain, in case the PI needs to reactivate those 
particular experiments. Ultimately, all members agreed that there needs to be a way to 
clarify which projects are no longer occurring and which are in the process. 
 

3) IBC Chair confirmed that Protocol #B26-101813 (January 2026 Meeting Minutes) was 
approved after the return for modifications were met. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:45 PM 
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