
 
 

  Biosafety Program 
Office of Research Compliance 

 

2425 Campus Road, Sinclair 10 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-4446 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 

 
Quorum Required = 8 

Members in Attendance 

 Member Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
1 Ako Chair X  
2 Dobhal IBC Member/Plant Pathology Z  
3 Heacock-Kang IBC Member/Microbiology Z  
4 Moisyadi IBC Member/Reproductive Biology Z  
5 Nagata Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
6 Nakanishi IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
7 Seale IBC Member/Biochemistry  X 
8 Smagghe IBC Member/Biochemistry Z  
9 Squair IBC Member/Life Sciences  X 
10 Tallquist IBC Member/Molecular Biology Z  
11 Tanaka Biosafety Officer (BSO) Z  
12 Wang IBC Member/Infectious Disease  X 
13 Wong IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
14 Yoza Vice Chair Z  
 Alternate Affiliation/Role Present Absent 
15 Berestecky IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
16 DeMaster Local Non-affiliated Member Z  
17 Fox Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
18 Melzer IBC Member/Plant Pathology  X 
19 Moffitt IBC Member/Animal Medicine  X 
20 Odani IBC Member/Animal Medicine Z  
21 Olipares Local Non-affiliated Member  X 
22 Tong IBC Member/Microbiology  X 
X = In Person, Z = Zoom 

Others in Attendance 
  
1. Blanco (ORC Dir.) 
2. Hall (PAM) 

3. Johns (BSPM) 
4. Seedle (BSS) 
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Call to Order 
 
The hybrid IBC meeting was called to order by Dr. Ako, Chair at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, May 
27. The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest as each 
registration is reviewed. 

Announcements 
 
Approval of Previous IBC Meeting Minutes 
 
The Committee approved the minutes as written from the April 29, 2026 IBC meeting. 
 
Inspection Reports 
 
May 2026 Inspection reports (#086-110) were emailed to all members prior to the meeting for 
their review.  The Biosafety Program continues to work with those PIs who have training and 
facility deficiencies. 
 
Review of Protocols  
(NIH Section III-A, III-B, III-C, III-D, and/or III-E: The protocols in this section need full IBC 
Approval) 
 

1. Name: Hoang 
Protocol #: B26-100791, Renewal  
Title: Diagnosing and Gene Expression of Bacteria from Hosts 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The goal of the lab is to identify antigens expressed by pathogens during natural 

infection that could provide novel vaccine and therapeutic targets. 
• Clinical samples in RNAlater of humans infected with M. leprae, R. pallidum, N. 

gonorrhoeae, C. trachomatis, H. pylori, or Leptospira spp will be spread on slides 
at BSL-2; pathogenicity of above mentioned mutant microorganisms will be 
assessed in vendor purchased human and mouse cells at BSL-2; lab generated 
plasmids will be expressed into various RG 1 & 2 microorganisms at BSL-2 

• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, 
centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps, sonication 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, hair covering, respirator, eye 
protection, shoe covers).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
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• The IBC discussed administrative updates that were needed, and clarifications to 
minor statements in the protocol. 

• The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification to 
address the IBC concerns. 

• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2029  
 

2. Name: Hoang 
Protocol #: B26-100804, Renewal  
Title: Characterization of nutrient acquisition during cystic fibrosis lung infection 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D2a, III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The research seeks to understand the gene expression, behavior, and nutrient 

acquisition during cystic fibrosis lung infection and how they contribute to high 
levels of bacterial growth and animal morbidity. 

• Bacteria will be cultured from human sputum samples at BSL-2; cloned source of 
DNA originating from the non-mutated (aka wild-type) strain to make deletions 
on plasmids and introduced back into the bacterium for gene replacement to 
make mutations in RG2 microorganisms; wild-type mice are intratracheally 
challenged with mutant RG2 microorganisms at ABSL-2; D. melanogaster and C. 
elegans will be inoculated with mutant RG2 microorganisms at BSL-2; mouse 
macrophage and human lung cells will be exposed to bacterial mutants at BSL-2; 

• High risk procedures include: animal injection, blood/tissue harvesting, 
centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting, sharps 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 
autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, hair covering, respirator, shoe 
covers).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC discussed administrative updates that were needed, and clarifications to 

minor statements in the protocol. 
• An IBC Member made a motion to return for modification to address the IBC 

concerns. 
• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 

Expiration Date: May 31, 2029  
 

3. Name: Owens 
Protocol #: B26-100741, Renewal  
Title: Directed Evolution of integrases as a Method for Improving the piggyBac 
Transposase 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a 
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• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The lab is generating a new method for replacing disrupted genes in a way that is 

safe and has a low chance of causing cancer. 
• Designing a mutation library of phiC31 by designing primers to target sites and 

transforming into E.coli DH10b cells and transfected into vendor purchased 
HEK293 cells at BSL-2; HDR will be used to generate transgenic CHO cells at BSL-
2; monoclonal antibodies will be inserted into CHO cells using integrases at BSL-
2; vendor purchased pre-packaged lentivirus will be used to transduce T cells at 
BSL-2 

• High risk procedures include: centrifuge with sealed rotor, pipetting 
• Risk mitigation measures include the use of a certified biosafety cabinet, 

autoclave, and proper PPE (lab coats, gloves, eye protection).  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Secondary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: June 30, 2029 
 

4. Name: Wages 
Protocol #: B26-100874, Renewal 
Title: Testing Inheritance of Resistance Traits in Epigenome-Edited Cassava 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-E2a 
• Biocontainment Level BL2-P; BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• The lab will plant gene-edited and wild-type cassava plants and make crosses 

between the two types to generate seeds with the desired traits. 
• Collaborator provided genetically modified cassava and wild-type cassava will be 

crossed to produce seed at BL2-P; plant tissue will be sent back to collaborator 
for analysis 

• Risk mitigation measures include the use of an autoclave, flower bagging, and 
proper PPE (gloves).  

• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification to add 

minor clarification. 
• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 

Expiration Date: May 31, 2029 
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(NIH Section III-E and III-F: The protocols in this section are exempt from the NIH Guidelines for 
Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules) 

 
5. Name: Cao 

Protocol #: B26-100518, Renewal 
Title: Antibacterial Metabolites from Bacteria, Anticancer Activities of Natural Products 
from Hawaii 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to return for modification to add 

protocol associates. 
• Committee unanimously voted to return for modification. 

Expiration Date: May 31, 2029 
 

6. Name: Li 
Protocol #: B26-101850, New 
Title: Use of Microorganisms in the Teaching Laboratory 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 
• Facility biosafety inspection verified.  
• All required training is complete, along with lab specific occ health.  
• The IBC Primary Reviewer made a motion to approve. 
• Committee unanimously voted to approve. 

Expiration Date: May 31, 2029 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Minor Amendment Protocols 
(The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office for administrative updates 
and/or fulfillment of outstanding requirements that did not involve full IBC review per UH IBC 
policy.) 

 
7. Name: Carbone 

Protocol #: B25-100340 
Title: Pathogenesis of Mesothelioma 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D3a, III-D4 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, adding personnel 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2028 
 
 



IBC minutes – May 27, 2026 
Page 6 of 9 
 
 

8. Name: Hossain 
Protocol #: B25-101645 
Title: Ultrasound Imaging-Based Methods to Monitor Diabetic Induced Complications 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-1; BSL-1; RG1 

Minor amendment, personnel changes 
Expiration Date: April 30, 2028 
 

9. Name: Hossain 
Protocol #: B25-101644 
Title: Ultrasound Imaging-Based Methods to Monitor Diabetic Induced Complications 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-1; BSL-1; RG1 

Minor amendment, adding personnel  
Expiration Date: April 30, 2028 
 

10. Name: Krueger 
Protocol #: B26-100937 
Title: Storage Only Registration 

• NIH Guidelines Section N/A 
• Biocontainment Level N/A 

Storage Only 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2029 
 

11. Name: Nerurkar 
Protocol #: B23-100920 
Title: SARS-CoV-2 Diagnositics 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Extension 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2026 
 

12. Name: Norris 
Protocol #: B25-101753 
Title: Detection and analysis of the paramyxovirus-host exposure landscape in American 
Samoa 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F1, III-F2 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, personnel changes 
Expiration Date: July 31, 2028 
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13. Name: Park 

Protocol #: B25-101675 
Title: Neutrophil-mediated immunopathology in respiratory virus–induced asthma 
exacerbation 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D1a, III-D4, III-F1 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-2; BSL-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, adding personnel 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2028 
 

14. Name: Seale 
Protocol #: B26-100347 
Title: Selenium recycling in obesity 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-D8, III-E3 
• Biocontainment Level ABSL-1; BSl-2; RG2 

Minor amendment, adding personnel 
Expiration Date: March 31, 2029 
 

15. Name: Verma 
Protocol #: B23-100511 
Title: Molecular Mechanisms of Flavivirus Pathogenesis 

• NIH Guidelines Section III-F2 
• Biocontainment Level BSL-2; RG2 

Extension 
Expiration Date: June 30, 2029 
 

Biosafety Office Approved Exemption Protocols 
(NIH Guidelines NOT applicable: The following protocols were approved by the Biosafety Office 
for exemption of Full IBC Protocol) 
 

16. Name: He 
Protocol #: B26-101873-Exemption 
Title: Genetic and Epigenetic Studies in Cattle and Laboratory Animals 
Expiration Date: May 31, 2029 
 

Other Business: 
 
1) BSPM updated IBC members on University of Hawaii Cancer Center. An external advisory 

committee has asked for a governance council to oversee clinical trials. All clinical trials are 
on hold until the council is implemented. 
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2) BSPM informed IBC that an IACUC amendment requested to use mouth controlled 

micropipetting to remove the pituitary gland from healthy fish. After IBC members 
discussed, it was determined that the mouth controlled micropipetting, in this specific case, 
is low risk and can be allowed as described (0.22 micrometer filter is attached between the 
pipette and the rubber tubing). This is not a blanket approval of mouth controlled 
micropipetting. Allowances would be on a case-by-case basis after a risk assessment 
(potential for pathogen/chemical/fume exposure, safety controls, experience). While the 
IBC would prefer the use of a mechanical micropipettor, it understands in certain low risk 
applications mouth controlled micropipetting may be the most feasible option. 

 

Meeting adjourned by Chair at 2:57 PM 
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